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what Members of this Congress are try-
ing to get across—Democrats and Re-
publicans—is that when we do a fast 
track authority, as explained by Rep-
resentative DELAURO and others today, 
we are essentially giving up our con-
gressional oversight to the President, 
who has negotiated this. 

We haven’t even had a chance to real-
ly see the documents yet. They are not 
even finalized, and they want us to give 
a rubberstamp authority that takes 
away our ability to have debate, to be 
able to amend these agreements. 

If this agreement looks anything like 
we think it is going to, like NAFTA 
and other agreements we have had in 
the past, you are going to see this 
graph go farther and farther down, and 
we will be a net importer, not a net ex-
porter, and it will cost more American 
jobs. 

So, Mr. Speaker, the Progressive 
Caucus today was here for this Special 
Order hour to talk about two issues. 
One, the real need to extend Emer-
gency Unemployment Compensation 
benefits to people who need it so much 
in this country, the 1.3 million people 
and 17,000 more each and every single 
day, every week that we don’t act, but 
also to talk about the fast track legis-
lation that is coming down the pike be-
cause I think the average American 
isn’t aware of what is happening. 

We need to talk about this more be-
cause when this vote happens in this 
House, we could be rubber-stamping an 
agreement that will continue to not 
only cost us jobs but will continue to 
have other impacts on everything from 
food safety to the financial industry 
and other things across the board. 

So I am honored to have been joined 
by so many colleagues from the Pro-
gressive Caucus tonight. We are going 
to continue to fight for the middle 
class and those aspiring to be in the 
middle class. 

Mr. Speaker, I just want to thank 
you for these minutes that we have had 
tonight to talk about these issues with 
the American people, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

f 

A SUNSET MEMORIAL IN MEMORY 
OF THE VICTIMS OF ROE V. WADE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DAINES). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, in the coming days, we will have 
the anniversary of ROE v. WADE upon 
us. It will be the 41st anniversary of 
abortion on demand in this country. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, just to be clear, 
ROE v. WADE was a Supreme Court de-
cision that was handed down that no 
one voted on except the Supreme 
Court, themselves. This was not some-
thing that went through the Congress. 
This was not something that the people 
supported. In fact, every State in the 
Union at that time protected innocent 
unborn children. When ROE v. WADE 

and DOE v. BOLTON were handed down 
January 22, 1973, America was plunged 
into the crimson tragedy of abortion 
on demand, and since then, 56 million 
little unborn Americans have lost their 
lives. 

In fact, it was this year, Mr. Speaker, 
that the world learned of the gruesome 
acts committed by Dr. Kermit Gosnell, 
an abortionist in Philadelphia cur-
rently serving a life prison term for 
murdering three babies that survived 
his attempts to abort them. When 
these babies survived Gosnell’s at-
tempts to kill them before they were 
born, he would sever their spinal cords 
with a pair of scissors. Testimony from 
former Gosnell employees described 
the babies screaming in pain as their 
lives were taken moments after they 
were born. 

Mr. Speaker, born or unborn, we now 
know that these babies feel pain. It is 
an incontrovertible scientific fact that 
an unborn child can feel pain by at 
least the start of the sixth month after 
fertilization, and, Mr. Speaker, very 
credible research shows that they feel 
pain much sooner than that. 

The graphic accounts from Gosnell’s 
trial remind us that abortion is a bru-
tal, torturous tragedy, yet such grue-
some acts happen daily in abortion 
clinics all across this country. Perhaps 
the most astonishing thing about 
learning about the torture chamber 
that Kermit Gosnell presided over was 
the tragic reality that it happens all 
over America, even as we speak. 

Now, I know, Mr. Speaker, that his-
torically, great intensity has sur-
rounded debates over protecting the 
lives of those who, through no fault of 
their own, find themselves obscured in 
the shadows of humanity, but it en-
courages me greatly that in nearly all 
of those cases, the collective con-
science of this Nation eventually shift-
ed. When we focused on the humanity 
of the victim and the inhumanity of 
what was being done to them, our 
hearts began to change. Mr. Speaker, 
that same thing is beginning to happen 
in America in this debate. 

I don’t know what happens when we 
finally wake up and see something for 
the tragic reality that it is. I don’t 
know what changed our mind in all of 
the other great genocides of the past, 
but it did happen, and that gives me 
great hope, and today in America, we 
are finally considering the real ques-
tion, and the real question is simply 
this: Does abortion take the life of a 
child? We are finally beginning, Mr. 
Speaker, we are finally beginning to 
realize, as a Nation, that it does. 
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We are finally beginning to realize 
that the brutal killing of innocent, un-
born children liberates no one and that 
50 million little lost American lives—56 
million now—Mr. Speaker, is enough. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this legislative 
day has come to an end, and sunset ap-
proaches fast in Washington. I stand 
here one more night, and I offer this 

House what I call a sunset memorial to 
remember the victims of ROE v. WADE. 
Because you see, Mr. Speaker, before 
the sun sets today in America, almost 
4,000 more defenseless, unborn children 
will have been killed by abortion on de-
mand in the land of the free and the 
home of the brave. 

Mr. Speaker, that is more than the 
number of innocent lives lost on Sep-
tember 11 in this country, and it hap-
pens every day. It has now been 41 
years since the tragedy called ROE v. 
WADE was first handed down. Since 
then, Mr. Speaker, the very foundation 
of this Nation has been stained by the 
blood of almost 56 million of its own 
unborn children. Some of them, Mr. 
Speaker, many of them cried and 
screamed as they died. But because it 
was amniotic fluid going over the vocal 
cords instead of air, we couldn’t hear 
them. 

Now, all of them, Mr. Speaker, had 
four things in common: first and fore-
most, they were just little babies that 
had done nothing wrong to anyone. 
Each of them died a tragic and pro-
foundly lonely death. Each one of their 
mothers, whether she realizes it or not, 
will never be the same. And each one of 
their mothers is a victim, and this so-
ciety can’t see that either sometimes. 
All of the gifts that these children 
might have brought to humanity are 
now lost forever, Mr. Speaker. No one 
knows which one of them might have 
found a cure for cancer. Or who knows, 
maybe they would have just loved flow-
ers. 

Yet even in the glare of such tragedy, 
this generation still clings to a blind, 
invincible ignorance while history re-
peats itself over and over again, and 
our own silent genocide mercilessly an-
nihilates the most helpless of all vic-
tims—those yet born. 

Now, ironically, I have heard Presi-
dent Barack Obama speak such poign-
ant words that whether he knows it or 
not apply so profoundly to this tragedy 
of abortion on demand in America. And 
if I could, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
quote excerpted portions of his com-
ments, because his words move me very 
deeply. 

He said: 
This is our first task, caring for our chil-

dren. It is our first job. If we don’t get that 
right, we don’t get anything right. That is 
how, as a society, we will be judged. 

The President went on to say: 
And by that measure can we truly say as a 

Nation that we are meeting our obligations. 
Can we honestly say that we are doing 
enough to keep our children—all of them— 

And I’m quoting, Mr. Speaker: 
—all of them safe from harm? Can we say 
that we are truly doing enough to give all 
the children of this country the chance they 
deserve to live out their lives in happiness 
and with purpose? 

I have been reflecting on this the last few 
days, and if we are honest with ourselves, the 
answer is no. We are not doing enough, and 
we will have to change. 

Oh, how true the President’s words 
are, Mr. Speaker. 

The President also said: 
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We can’t tolerate this anymore. These 

tragedies must end, and to end them, we 
must change. 

And then the President asked: 
Are we really prepared to say that we are 

powerless in the face of such carnage that 
the politics are too hard? Are we really pre-
pared to say that such violence visited on 
our children year after year after year is 
somehow the price of freedom? 

Mr. Speaker, is this not the most rel-
evant question we should all be asking 
in the midst of this genocidal murder 
of thousands of unborn children in 
America every day? The President has 
said: 

Our journey is not complete until all our 
children are cared for and cherished and al-
ways safe from harm. That is our genera-
tion’s task, to make these words, these 
rights, these values of life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness real for every American. 

Mr. Speaker, never have I so deeply 
agreed with any words ever spoken by 
President Barack Obama as those I 
have just quoted. Yet this President in 
the most merciless distortion of logic, 
reason, and humanity itself refuses to 
apply these majestic words to helpless, 
unborn babies. Oh, how I wish that 
somehow Mr. Obama would open his 
heart and his ears to his own words and 
ask himself in the core of his soul why 
his words that should apply to all chil-
dren cannot include the most helpless 
and vulnerable of all children. 

When Barack Obama took his oath of 
office no more than 200 yards from this 
well, he put his hand down on the same 
Bible that Abraham Lincoln placed his 
hand upon when he was sworn in to 
take his Presidential oath. Mr. Speak-
er, we should remember that we honor 
Abraham Lincoln most because he 
found the courage as President of the 
United States—in the days of slavery, 
he found the humanity within himself 
to recognize the image of God stamped 
on the soul of slaves that the Supreme 
Court said were not human and that 
the tide of public opinion didn’t recog-
nize as protectable under the law. 

Could it be—could it be, Mr. Speaker, 
that President Barack Obama might 
consider that perspective as well as his 
own legacy, and even eternity itself, 
Mr. Speaker, and recognize that these 
little, unborn children look so des-
perately to him now for help? Could it 
be that the President might finally re-
member that on the pages of the Bible 
on which he laid his hand were written 
the words in red: 

Inasmuch as you have done it unto the 
least of these My brethren, you have done it 
unto Me. 

Whether he does or does not, it is 
time for those of us in this Chamber to 
remind ourselves of why we are really 
here. Thomas Jefferson said: 

The care of human life and its happiness 
and not its destruction is the chief and only 
object of good government. 

Let me say that again, Mr. Speaker. 
Thomas Jefferson said: 
The care of human life and its happiness 

and not its destruction is the chief and only 
object of good government. 

The phrase in the 14th Amendment 
capsulizes our entire Constitution. It 
says: 

No State shall deprive any person of life, 
liberty or property without due process of 
law. 

Mr. Speaker, protecting the lives of 
all Americans and their constitutional 
rights is why we are all here. The bed-
rock foundation of this Republic is 
that clarion declaration of the self-evi-
dent truth that all human beings are 
created equal and endowed by their 
Creator with inalienable rights: the 
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness. 

Every conflict, every battle our Na-
tion has ever faced can be traced to our 
commitment to this core self-evident 
truth. It has made us the beacon of 
hope for the entire world, Mr. Speaker. 
It is who we are. 

Yet, today, another day has passed, 
and we in this body have failed again 
to honor that foundational commit-
ment. We have failed our sworn oath 
and our God-given responsibility as we 
broke faith with nearly 4,000 more in-
nocent American little babies who died 
today without the protection that we 
should have given them. 

So, Mr. Speaker, let me conclude this 
sunset memorial in the hopes that per-
haps someone new who heard it tonight 
will finally embrace the truth that 
abortion really does kill little babies, 
that it hurts mothers in ways that we 
can never express or understand or 
even fathom, and that it is time we 
stood up together again and looked up 
to the Declaration of Independence and 
that we remember that we are the 
same America that rejected human 
slavery and we marched into Europe to 
arrest the Nazi Holocaust and we are 
still the courageous and compassionate 
Nation that can find a better way for 
mothers and their unborn children 
than abortion on demand. 

It is still not too late for us to make 
a better world and for America to be 
the one that leads the rest of the plan-
et, just as we did in the days of slavery 
from this tragic genocide of murdering 
nearly 4,000 of our own children every 
day. 

So, now, Mr. Speaker, as we consider 
the plight of the unborn after 41 years 
under ROE v. WADE, maybe we can 
each remind ourselves that our own 
days in this sunshine of life are all 
numbered, and that all too soon each of 
us will also walk from these Chambers 
for the very last time. And if it should 
be that this Congress is allowed to con-
vene on yet another day, may that be 
the day—may that be the day—when 
we will finally hear the cries of these 
innocent, unborn babies. Maybe that 
will be the day we can find the human-
ity, the courage, and the will to em-
brace together our human and our con-
stitutional duty to protect these, the 
least of our tiny little American broth-
ers and sisters from this murderous 
scourge upon our Nation called abor-
tion on demand. 

Mr. Speaker, the sun is now setting. 
It is now 41 years, almost to the day, 

since ROE v. WADE first stained the 
foundations of this Nation with the 
blood of its own children, this, in the 
land of the free and the home of the 
brave. 

f 

CONFLICT IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. GOHMERT. This is an important 
day in the history of at one time the 
greatest nation in the world, Egypt. It 
has come a long way since those days 
thousands of years ago. But there is a 
lot of misunderstanding about what 
has being going on in Egypt, including 
by people in this administration, which 
also means, of course, The New York 
Times, The Washington Post, the 
mainstream media and other liberal 
bastions. 

In fact, The New York Times had an 
editorial dated December 4, 2013, that 
talks about the election that is hap-
pening today, yesterday, today, in 
Egypt, 14th and 15th Egyptian time. 

This editorial from The New York 
Times editorial board talks about the 
Egyptians squandering another chance 
to build a broadly inclusive democratic 
system with the latest constitutional 
revisions. 
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Mr. Speaker, what these intellectual 
giants at The New York Times don’t 
understand is, when you’re in the Mid-
dle East and you decide to try to build 
a democracy, a democratic republic as 
we have here, and you decide to be in-
clusive of people who believe in uti-
lizing terrorism—there are religious fa-
natics who believe if they kill innocent 
children, women, men, then they may 
have just earned a place in paradise. 
That is so foreign to American way of 
thinking, to Western way of thinking, 
to Israeli way of thinking, to European 
way of thinking—historically, that is. 

As radical Islam, not to be confused 
with the moderate Muslims, such as 
those who are trying to establish de-
mocracy in Egypt, radical Islam, if in-
cluded, will use terrorism, will use vio-
lence, will use anything they can to 
take over, and there will be no demo-
cratic republic. There will be no de-
mocracy of any kind. It will be top-to- 
bottom totalitarian, a religious ex-
tremist country. 

I know the editorial board has people 
that are extremely intelligent, but it is 
amazing to read these kinds of things 
broadly inclusive. So they are wanting 
the people of Egypt to do things like 
release a man who is acting outside the 
constitution. He is charged with order-
ing the murder of so many who just 
wanted to have liberty in Egypt. Morsi 
was playing the new version of Chavez 
in Venezuela; get elected and then pull 
all power to you. 

I asked General el-Sisi if it was true 
what a former American intelligence 
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